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Summer should be a time of great fun, which in my view, includes time to sit beneath the maple tree out 
back, or on a beach with your toes in the sand and a good book in your hand.  To that end, I have provided 
a list of books from which you will choose two (or more!).  Once you’ve read the books, review the list of 
essay prompts provided beneath the book list, and ponder your reading.  What is the ultimate aim of any 
quest?  What is the nature of courage?  Which characters or people demonstrate virtue?  What are we 
willing to sacrifice for love?  These ideas underpin the best of classic literature, modern books and poetry 
and for that matter, the hottest of Netflix shows.  Reflect, ponder and daydream—and then come to class in 
September rested, refreshed and well-read.  Oh, and don’t forget to complete the assignment which is 
included here.  The assignment will be due the first week of school and submitted to me through 
turnitin.com.  Please note, the assignment will not be a completion grade; I will grade the assignment based 
on the quality of the essays submitted.  The login information for the site will be provided during the first 
couple days of class. Feel free to contact me through email, should you want to discuss any of the works or 
if you have a question.  I check email weekly, not daily, but I will respond!  I look forward to seeing you in 
September to begin a great school year!  

Part A: Please read Jane Eyre by Charlotte Bronte.  Take notes as you read. Be prepared to discuss 
the book the first weeks of class.  There will also be a written assignment (essay) given for this text 
once class has started. 
Part B:  Read two books from the following list.  Then choose one prompt for each book and develop a 
response for each.  

10 Poems to Change Your Life compiled by Roger Housden (poetry) 
Great Expectations by Charles Dickens 
Madame Bovary by Gustave Flaubert 
The Kite Runner by Khaled Hosseini 
A Prayer for Owen Meany by John Irving   
A River Runs Through It by Norman Maclean 
Catch-22 by Joseph Heller 
Atonement by Ian McEwan 
Beloved or Song of Solomon by Toni Morrison 
The Glass Menagerie by Tennessee Williams 
To the Lighthouse by Virginia Woolf 
All the Light We Cannot See by Anthony Doerr 
As I Lay Dying by William Faulkner 
One Flew Over the Cuckoo's Nest by Ken Kesey 
The Art of Fielding by Chad Harbach 
The Road or All The Pretty Horses by Cormac McCarthy 
Cold Mountain by Charles Frazier 
The Goldfinch by Donna Tartt 
Anna Karenina by Leo Tolstoy 
Snow Falling on Cedars by David Guterson 
The Color Purple by Alice Walker 
The Story of Edgar Sawtelle by David Wroblewski 
Watchmen by Alan Moore and Dave Gibbons (graphic novel) 
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Select two prompts from the list below, one for each of the books you read. Respond in essay form:  
please use specific examples, even references (quotations), from the text to support your observations.  I 
am not looking for a formal critical analysis essay, but rather, I want to see you exploring ideas and 
reflecting on the authors’ characters, settings and themes.  Having said that, this is not merely a journal 
entry.  Take your time.  Mere plot summary will not do.   

Please note that the essays will be graded for quality not completion. 

1. Explain how gender roles function in one your readings.  Is it stereotypical or does it break the
cultural mode?  Do you object to the roles on a personal level?  Why or why not?

2. Relationships provide key insights into the author’s intent for a book.  Choose a relationship and
explore it through one or both of the books you’ve read.

3. In one sentence summarize the author’s argument or purpose of the book, and then examine how
well he or she succeeded in communicating this idea to his or her reader.

4. Choose a symbol or motif that you see at work in your book and explain its significance.
5. Conflict in novels can manifest itself in many ways.  One of the most powerful forms of conflict is a

character’s inner struggle.  What is the character struggling with in one of your readings? Does he
or she reach a resolution? At what cost?

6. A foil is a secondary character who can help readers understand a main character by contrasting
with them thus highlighting the main character’s qualities.  In one of your readings contrast two
characters a show how one functions as a foil for the other.

7. Would you recommend this book as a classroom study?  Why or why not?
8. Several of the books on the list focus on the nature of love in human lives.  Examine the context of

love as seen in your particular work.
9. Poetry:  what threads or themes do you see working within the poetry that you’ve read?  Examine

multiple poems to formulate your answer.
10. Thomas Foster says that all quests are for self-knowledge, despite the literal journey itself.  Apply

this idea to one or more of the books on the list included for your summer reading.
11. Bad things happen.  People make mistakes.  Life is hard.  Novels often deal with the pain that is a

part of the human experience.  How does your book approach the subject of human suffering?
Does it suggest a meaning behind it or a way to move beyond it?




